
Parts of a MARC Record: Fixed Fields 

In addition to the variable fields, MARC records also have fixed fields. Their name comes from the fact 

that they are fields of a fixed length, and usually the data entered into them comes from a list of fixed 

values. 

There are a few fixed fields that are system-generated, which means that you don’t have to worry about 

putting information into these fields.  

The 001 field is used for a control number for the record, and it is generated by OCLC, LC, or your local 

system, wherever the record is created. The 003 field contains the MARC code for organization whose 

control number is contained in field 001. Finally, the 005 field is used to record the date and time that 

the record was last edited.  

A partially system-supplied component of a MARC record is called the leader, which identifies the 

beginning of a new record.  The leader is a fixed length of 24 characters and provides information to the 

computer on how to process a record.   

One thing that is indicated in the leader, and a component of the leader that the cataloger has control 

over, is the type of record. This specifies what type of item you are cataloging. The most commonly used 

codes for type of record are: 

 a: Language material [Text] 

 c: Printed music 

 e: Cartographic material 

 g: Projected medium 

 i: Nonmusical sound recording 

 j: Musical sound recording 

 m: Computer file 

 o: Kit 

 p: Mixed materials 

In OCLC Connexion, the type field appears in the upper left corner. 

If you are creating a record from scratch in Connexion, you can choose what type of record you want to 

create, and this determine what goes in this field. You can also do this if you are creating a record from 

scratch in your local system.  



It’s very important to choose the correct type of record. Don’t use a book record format for a CD, for 

example, or it will show up as the wrong type of item in your catalog. 

Another component of the leader that is important to know about is the bibliographic level field. This 

tells the computer some more information about the type of item that you are cataloging. The choices 

of codes for this field are: 

 a: Monographic component part 

 b: Serial component part 

 c: Collection 

 d: Subunit 

 i: Integrating resource 

 m: Monograph/Item 

 s: Serial 

The most commonly used codes are m for monograph, s for serial, and i for integrating resource. 

In Connexion, this field is labeled Blvl. 

The first fixed field that the cataloger has complete control over is the 008 field, which is defined as a 

field for coded general information.  

The 008 field can appear as a string of characters that is really hard to make sense of, like this: 

008    050614s2005    ilua     b    001 0 eng 4 

In OCLC Connexion, however, it is broken down into individual fields that make more sense. 

How your local system displays the 008 will vary. For example, here at the Commission, our system 

displays in a string of characters but also allows for it to be expanded into individual fields. 

The 008 field is important because it can determine how things display in your catalog. For example, the 

large type icons and the audio book icons in this display are linked to the 008 field. 



 

Here is the 008 field for a regular format book: 

 

 

 

 

 



And here is the 008 field for a large print book: 

 

 

The d in the Form field indicates large print. 

We will talk more about the fixed fields later in the class. 

 


